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As André De Shields, an alumnus and Broadway veteran, addresses spring commencement 

ceremonies, graduates include the first class of a unique engine-centered master’s program. Born 

out of a lunch conversation between UW-Madison faculty and industrial professionals, the Master 

of Engineering in Engine Systems program focuses on mid-career professionals who are looking 

to gain a broad knowledge of engines and uses an online format that allows them to maintain their 

careers while earning the degree.

Sean Carroll, professor of molecular biology and genetics, and Laura Kiessling, professor of chemis-

try and biochemistry, are admitted to the 144-year old National Academy of Science in recogni-

tion of their distinguished achievements and ongoing contributions to original research. Election to 

the academy is considered one of the most prestigious honors that can be bestowed upon an 

American scientist.

The last of tens of thousands of students to live in Ogg Hall 

pack up their belongings and leave their first home away 

from home. The two-tower, 13-story residence hall, which 

opened its doors in 1965, will be demolished to make way 

for green space along the East Campus Mall. The 425-bed 

Smith Hall, and a new 600-bed residence hall at Park and 

Dayton streets — which will retain the Ogg Hall name — 

were built to replace the outdated structure that has been a 

fixture of the campus skyline. 

From combating childhood obesity to creating a geriatric center serving Milwaukee’s Latino popula-

tion, the Wisconsin Partnership Program distributed more than $16 million in grants in 2006, 

according to the program’s third annual report to the University of Wisconsin System Board of 

Regents. Funds for the program at the UW School of Medicine and Public Health came from the 

conversion of Blue Cross/Blue Shield to a for-profit organization. 

Given the increasing desire for parental connec-

tion to the college experience and more students 

wanting their parents involved, the university 

launches a new Parent Program that will take 

active steps to keep parents informed about key 

college milestones, provide bulletins on urgent 

campus issues, and serve as a central point of 

contact for existing parent services.

An Ogg Hall room stands empty, 
making way for East Campus Mall plans.

A new Parent Program helps parents stay involved  
with and informed about the college experience.



His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama 

of Tibet, speaks at the Kohl Center, marking his 

fifth visit to the Madison campus in the last three 

decades. He visited UW-Madison in 1981 and 

again in 1989, the year in which he won the 

Nobel Peace Prize. In May 1998, he addressed a 

large audience at the Kohl Center and received an 

honorary degree from the university. In May 

2001, he met with UW scientists to conduct 

research on the effects of meditation on brain 

function, emotions and physical health.
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With a mix of innovative navigational and educational features, the interactive online map for the 

Lakeshore Nature Preserve is named “Best Web Site of the Year” by PlacesOnLine.org, a map-

based Web portal sponsored by the Association of American Geographers. The site includes 

contemporary and historic images, interactive maps and rich historical accounts of the area.

Chris Solinsky, a senior from Stevens Point, Wis., successfully defends his NCAA 5K title at the 

2007 NCAA Outdoor Championships in Sacramento, Cal. with a time of 13:35.12, edging out the 

next competitor by four seconds. The title makes five national championships for Solinsky during 

his collegiate career, the most ever for a UW male athlete.

Wildlife ecology and forest ecology merge into one department 

to better address today’s natural resource challenges. The 

Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology has 20 faculty 

members, plus instructional and research staff, and more than 

200 undergraduate and graduate students. Wildlife ecology and 

forest ecology both have roots in a wildlife management depart-

ment founded by Aldo Leopold in 1939, but the two units had 

existed separately for nearly five decades. 

Racing and exhibiting a 20-foot, 176-pound boat named “De-

scendent,” the university’s concrete canoe team earns its fifth 

consecutive national title at the 20th annual National Concrete 

Canoe Competition sponsored by the American Society of Civil 

Engineers, besting 21 other teams. The win garners the team 

an invitation to participate in the 30th annual Dutch Concrete 

Canoe Challenge in the Netherlands in September.
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The 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet is escorted on 
stage by UW-Madison Chancellor John Wiley.

A merger forms the Department 
of Forest and Wildlife Ecology.
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A federally funded, state-administered screening and 

assistance program to fight substance abuse — the fourth 

leading cause of death in Wisconsin — is now offered at 

20 clinics around Wisconsin. The program, based in 

settings as varied as inner-city Milwaukee, the rural north-

west and two tribal health clinics, is run by the Wisconsin 

Initiative to Promote Healthy Lifestyles. During the 

next five years, the clinics are expected to provide an 

initial screening to some 100,000 patients ages 18 and 

older. Numerous studies have found the program to be 

effective in early detection of substance abuse.

A consortium of universities, U.S. Department of 

Energy national laboratories and businesses led 

by UW-Madison to explore the vast potential of 

bioenergy is awarded one of three major new 

bioenergy research centers. The award of 

approximately $125 million during five years 

establishes the DOE Great Lakes Bioenergy 

Research Center, where scientists and engi-

neers will conduct basic research toward a suite 

of new technologies to help convert cellulosic 

plant biomass — cornstalks, wood chips and 

perennial native grasses — to sources of energy 

for everything from cars to electrical power 

plants. The new grant, the largest formal grant in the university’s history, is part of a larger 

Wisconsin Bioenergy Initiative, a statewide effort focused on the development of fuel and energy 

resources from non-food sources in ways that promote regional economic growth in the context of 

good environmental stewardship.

Campus and state officials unveil a historic grant 
to study the potential of bioenergy. 

A new program offered at 20 Wisconsin 
clinics provides effective early screen-
ing of substance abuse.
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Facts and Figures

State lab fees 1%

Operations 3%
State GPR 19%

Tuition 15%

Federal 30%

Gifts 19%

Auxiliary 13%

Revenue

2006-2007 REVENUE (by source)

Source: Office of Budget, Planning and Analysis
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Academic
missions

71%

Enterprise
 9%

Institutional support 3%

Physical plant 6%

Student support 11%

Budget

2006-2007 BUDGET ALLOCATION (by program)

Source: Office of Budget, Planning and Analysis.
Note: The budget information in these tables excludes University Hospitals and Clinics.
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Trends

1996–2007 REVENUE SOURCES ($ in millions) 

1997–2007 Revenue Sources (as a percentage of budget)
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THE UW–MADISON COMMUNITY (as of Fall 2006)

STUDENT PROFILE
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FALL 2006 AVERAGE STUDENT COSTS (in dollars)

RESOURCES
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Trend in Average Time to Degree and Graduation Rates 
Within Six Years After Entering as New Freshmen

The University of Wisconsin–Madison is a public, land-grant institution that offers a complete spectrum of studies 
through 13 schools and colleges. With more than 41,000 students from every U.S. state and 134 countries, 
UW–Madison is the flagship campus of Wisconsin’s state university system. UW–Madison is a formidable research 
engine, ranking among the top U.S. research universities for total research and development expenditures. 
Faculty, staff, and students are motivated by a tradition known as the “Wisconsin Idea” — that the boundaries of 
the university are the boundaries of the state and beyond.


